10                         THE   SEVEN   DEADLY   SINS

of them DO' doubt honestly tried to be. But the sins
stood just as well for the moral experience of the
world outside.

Present-day writers on occult subjects, on the other
hand, who attach significance and value to mystical
numbers, claim that the sins came into the Church
when Christianity was in touch with a more ancient
faith, and find their origin in the religion of ancient
Egypt, a religion in which magic and mystical num-
bers played no inconsiderable part.

The Dean of Christ Church (Bampton Lectures,
1895)3 points out cchow very powerful the influence
of the mystical method of interpretation was upon the
systematisation of moral ideas. A similar account may
be given of the origin of the classification of deadly
sins* It seems to have been developed by the monks
of the Egyptian desert on the basis of this method of
exegesis. Origen regards the nations whom the chil-
dren of Israel were to overcome in Palestine as types
of the sins which occupy the souls of man .
The earliest method of the classification in the form
which it finally assumed is in the East5 and it comes
from the Egyptian desert/5 Other writers to whom
he refers as doing their part in the final classification
of the sins, are also Egyptians, or dwellers in Egypt,
so that the balance of evidence from all sources seems
to point to Egypt, with its religion of mystery, as the
place whence the influence of mystical methods of
interpreting came. Why that influence succeeded in
so powerfully shaping the imagination of the Christian
world for something over ten centuries, is a question
that still awaits an answer.